
SOME THOUGHTS ON DATING OLDER BREWERIANA 
 
It is useful to be able to date items of breweriana you have collected. Sometimes things 
can be a lot older than you think, but sadly they are frequently more recent. However, the 
age of an item, especially if you can prove the age, can enhance the value of a piece of 
breweriana. 
 The use of registration marks and registered numbers allows for very precise dating of the 
design. Diamond marks were used on the base of items up to 1883. After that ‘Registered numbers’, 
referred to as ‘Rd numbers’, were used. They do not necessarily indicate the year of manufacture. An 
item could have been made any time after the date indicated by the diamond or number, but not 
before. Diamond marks look like the illustration to the right. They are quite difficult to work out the 
year from the design. Rd numbers were printed, for example, as ‘Rd. 123456’. The numbers were 
issued sequentially, and it is a simple matter to check what year a particular number was issued. The 
source I use to check both forms is this web site. While the web site relates specifically to pottery, the 
information given is relevant to to any item bearing these marks. 
 Knowledge of when a company was registered as a limited company can help considerably. The use of the word 
‘Limited’ in one of its abbreviated forms (usually Ltd. or Ld.) on an item of breweriana shows that it was produced after 
the company was registered as a limited company. The best source of information on when a brewery was registered is 
contained in the Brewery History Society publication ‘A Century of British Brewers – plus plus’ which lists breweries from 
1890 to 2012. At the time of writing this item is being reprinted. I’m not sure of the price, but its original cover price was 
£17.95. I suspect this has increased now. This publication also gives the dates of formation and closure of breweries it 
lists, which is also of invaluable help in dating. 

Trade marks can be of some use, although the dates of trade marks being registered is generally not well 
documented. The first trade mark for a brewery was registered in 1876. This was the Bass red triangle. If a design bears 
the words ‘Trade Mark’, it denotes that the item dates to later than 1875. 

The base mark on an item of pottery can be very helpful. Pottery factories used different forms of their marks in 
different years. Occasionally it is possible to date items very precisely from the appearance of their mark. Marks can be 
printed or incised. Printed marks are generally easy to read, while incised marks can often be indistinct. A useful trick 
with an incised mark is to place a blank piece of paper over it, and scribble gently on the paper, over the mark with a 
pencil. Sometimes the mark will show up more clearly in the pencil scribblings. The best book for dating pottery items by 
their marks is ‘the Encyclopaedia of British Pottery and Porcelain Marks’ by Geoffrey Godden. It’s a massive book, priced 
at £50.00, but can be picked up reasonably cheaply second hand, or even in some remainder bookshops. At present the 

cheapest second-hand copy on Amazon is £6.35 plus postage. 
The Tollemache jug-stand on the left (I assume that’s what it is, 

because a matching jug exists) can be easily dated using the mark. It was 
made by Royal Worcester. These items were produced over several 
years, as is evidenced by the Royal Worcester mark (right), which can be 
precisely dated to an individual year. 

The McKinley Tariff Act was protectionist legislation enacted in 
the USA, which led to pottery in England being marked with the word ‘England’, and later ’Made 
in England’ to denote their country of origin. ‘England’ was added to marks from 1891. The words ‘Made in England’, 
however, are a 20th Century usage. This longer format was adopted in the years up to and including 1921, and was in 
use well into the latter half of the 20th Century. This can be a useful pointer. 

Bottle labels can be dated by the existence of a 
‘contents’ statement, usually expressed as ‘minimum 
contents’. A ‘minimum contents’ statement in fl oz dates 
labels from 1963 or 1964 up to about 1970, when the 
units used were changed to metric. The Birkenhead 
Brewery labels illustrated here show one with no 
contents statement, the other with ‘contents 19½ fl. oz’.  

So, when acquiring older breweriana, it can be well worth researching carefully the item you want before you 
acquire it. 

Mike Peterson 

http://www.thepotteries.org/mark/reg.htm#NUMBERS

